THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
Germany possesses such sons." It was understood that a new
and responsible ministry had been4 appointed, composed of
members of the liberal opposition; that a constituent assembly
to be elected by the Prussian people should be convoked to
frame a constitution for the kingdom of Prussia; and a national
parliament to be elected by the people of all the German states,
to meet at Frankfurt for the purpose of uniting all Germany
under a new constitutional government. The people of Berlin
were in ecstasy.

" The heroes fallen in the glorious struggle for social and
political liberty," as the proclamation of the municipal as-
sembly called them, were carried for burial to the Friedrichs-
hain cemetery, accompanied by two hundred thousand citizens,
who took the coffins past the royal palace, where the king again
stood with uncovered head.

Such were the great tidings the country received from
Berlin. Thus the cause of liberty and national union seemed
to have achieved a decisive and irreversible victory. The kings
and princes themselves, foremost the King of Prussia, had
solemnly promised to serve it. The jubilation of the people
was without bounds.

Since the French-German war of 1870 and the establish-
ment of the present German Empire it has been the fashion in
Germany to. scoff at the year 1848, dubbing it the "crazy
year," and to ridicule the " thoughtlessness " with which at that                    ;

time, great political programmes were made, comprehensive
demands formulated, and far-reaching movements set on foot,
to be followed by cruel disappointments and catastrophes.
But did the German people of 1848 deserve such ridicule?
True, the men of those times did not know how to deal with
the existing conditions, nor to carry to the desired end the
movement so victoriously and hopefully begun. It is equally I am proud that
